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CCTA Issues UN Memo 


(New York) - A memorandum stating its views on 35 agenda items before the United 
Nations General Assembly has been distributed to more than 700 delegates and al- 
ternates by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. The Commis- 
sion is the joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the International 
Missionary Council. 


Disarmament is likely to have a prominent place in the current Assembly de- 
bate, according to Tr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the CCIA, which maintains 
offices in New York, London and Geneva. 


"Premier Khrushchev's proposal for complete disarmament, the submission of 
a three-stage plan by the United Kingdom Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Selwyn Lloyd, and the insistent call for a safeguard agreement by US Secretary of 
State, Christian Herter, forecast a prominent place for the qrection of disarma- 
ment at this assembly," Dr. Nolde observed. 


The CCIA memorandum holds that "objectives of a strategy to combat the menace 
of atomic war are inter-related and inter-dependent". It mentions "eecasing tests, 
halting production, reducing existing armaments with provision for warning against 
surprise attacks, the peaceful uses of atomic energy, peaceful settlement and peace- 
ful change". 


If no sufficient general agreement can be reached "partial agreements should 
be seriously explored and, if need be, reasonable risks should be taken to aclvance 
the objectives which must continue to stand as inter-dependent", the memoranduin 
suggests. A warning is issued thet these "tortuous questions must not be over- 
simplified", since this "needlessly opens the docr to violation of justice and 
the reign of force. An open society is one key to peace, and first steps may well 
lie in making more friendships and contacts between peoples". 
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_ A treaty to cease all nuclear weapons testing - atmosphere, space and under- 
ground ~ should be urgently sought, CCIA says. Such a treaty would "represent 
the beginning of specific controls, may lead to measures of disarmament verified 
by international inspection and control, and will help to eliminate dreaded risks 
to health". The powers are called upon "not to resume tests unilaterally in 
order that statesmen may have time to achieve agreements and the international 
Situation may not deteriorate. 


The churchmen ask that tests for peaceful purposes or for more certainly 
identifying possible underground explosions should henceforth be under interna- 
mond control. "In particular, so long as international control is under dis~ 
cussion, powers which have not made tests as yet should not launch them anywhere 
for military purposes." 


On the subject of outer space, the CCIA memorandum points out that the world 
today faces a situation-similar to that of 1945 when the power of the atom was 


first harnessed. "If chaos is to be avoided, all activities in outer space must 
be subject to an international rule. There must be equal opportunity for peace- 
ful, scientific initiatives. The military rivalries of earth are too dangerous 


to project into space." 


All governments, especially those which have the largest experience in the 
problems of outer space, should support the positive efforts of the United 
Nations to meet these needs, CCIA says. 


The 53-page memorandum has also been sent to the commissioners and national 
commissions related to the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs in 
70 countries. Relevant statements by the CCIA and its parent bodies are cited 
in the memorandum as basis for the position on various issues. EPS, Geneva. 


Churches Aid Typhoon Victims 


(Geneva) - Immediate response by member-churches to its appeal for funds to aid 
victims of Typhoon'Vera in Japan is reported by the World Council of Churches. 


Contributions totalling more that $13,000 from churches in the Netherlands, 
the United Kingdom and Germany were received within hours following a cabled 
appeal, the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees has re= 
ported. It said additional contributions from churches in other countries are 


expected daily. 


The funds are being used to set up first aid stations and centres for dis- 
tribution of food, clothing and other needed supplies in the stricken areas under 
the auspices of Japan Church World Service and the Christian Medical Association. 


The typhoon - reported as the worst to hit Japan in a quarter of a century ~ 
left an estimated 3,660 dead, 174 missing and 12,736 persons injured, according 
to reports cabled here by WCC Japan representatives. 


Funds contributed thus far were $3,000 from the churches in the Netherlands; 
$5,600 from United Kingdom churches; and £4, 500 from German churches. In ad- 
dition to the request for aid made through the WCC Geneva office, Japan Church 
World Service has also sent a direct request to Church World Service (USA) for 
thirty freight carloads of US surplus milk and flour. EPS, Geneva. 
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New Era_in Ecumenical Movement Foreseen 


ae - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
nurches said here on Sunday, October 4, that the ecumenical movement has moved 


into a new stage of development characteriz« i i Poata 
development". PB erized by "extension, complication and 


"The time is over when it was a movement of Christian people who had some 
general interest, some vague good-will towards each other and some general hope 
that the Church would play its part in the world," he declared. "Today we need 
Serious, mature leaders who will carry forward the life of the movement." | 


The WCC leader addressed students and guests at the opening session of the 
Sth term of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies at the Feumenical Institute 
of the World Council of Churches, at Bossey, outside Geneva. 


Dr. Visser “ Hooft noted that the ecumenical movement has been extended geo- 
graphically in Asia, through the new Fast Asia Christian Council and in Africa, 
Europe and other parts of the world. 


As a result of its growth and the new interest, he added, “the way in which 
the ecumenical movement defines itself becomes of greater importance all the time". 
He added that such questions rise particularly in relation to 
the see sought by the ecumenical movement with regard to both mission and 
renewal. 


ie see that unity cannot be a unity that is empty," he declared, "it must 
at the same time be a unity that is renewal. The question arises - is it the 
task of the World Council to bring the churches together and then they draw their 
own conclusions, or should the World Council at certain points give certain direc- 
tion to the churches?" 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft also described the ecumenical movement today as "far more 
complicated" than previously. He attributed this to the emergence of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Russian Orthodox Church as "potentially active" centres of 
ecumenism within the recent past. 


While it is now generally believed that Pope John XXIII's Ecumenical Council 
will include only Roman Catholics, he said, "the Roman Catholic Church has seen the 
ecumenical movement as an important movement for the total life of the church and 
we must take seriously this interest of theirs". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said of the Russian Orthodox Church that "on the whole 
there are reasons to believe we can work out good relations with the Moscow Pat- 
riarchate in the coming years". He cited the recent visit of two representatives 
of the Patriarchate both to WCC headquarters here and to the meeting of its Central 
Committee in August and the forthcoming visit by WCC leaders to the USSR in 


December . 


A total of 40 students from 17 nations and representing nine denominations 
are enrolled for classes during the Sth semester of the Institute. Theme of 
the four and a half-month course is "The Ministry and Ministries Within the Life 
and Mission of the Church". Also under discussion will be Orthodox theology and 


juakerism. 
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Guest lecturers will include Bishop Stephen Neill, of the Church of England. 
Dr. Douglas V. Steere, of Haverford College, Haverford, Pa., (USA), and Profesder 
von Allmen of the University of Neuchatel, Switzerland . PROeeeenr J. D. McCaughey 
of Ormond College, Carlton, Victoria, Australia, will lead the Bible studies on the 
theme, and this term's tutor will be Pastor Dr. Lukas Vischer of Switzerland. 


“tudents enrolled represent the Presbyterian and Reformed, Anglican, Method- 
ist, lutheran, Orthodox, United, Disciples, Moravian and Baptist Churches. Thoy 
ee tee ie Germany, Great Britain, India, South Africa, Australia, Brazil, 
Ne Lameroons, Ceylon, Cznada, Ethiopia, Greece, Hong Kong, Japan, Madagascar 
Sweden and Switzerland. : : , 8 8, vapan, 1a. BE 3 


Prior to the opening lecture the students, joined by WCC staff members and 
officials from the University of Geneva, gathered in the chapel at Bossey for 
opening worship and a sermon by the Rev. (Prof.) Jaques Courvoisier, Rector of the 
University of Geneva. Dr. Hans H. Wolf, Director of the Institute and Dean of 
the Graduate School, welcomed the students in a brief introduction. EPS, Geneva. 


Australian Churches to -tudy Common Basis 


(Sydney) - New steps towards union with the Methodist and Congregational denomi-- 
nations have been taken by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia. 


The Assembly has voted to send Stete Assemblies and presbyteries the report 
of a joint commission of the three Churches asking that special attention be given 
to the section of the report dealing with the common beliefs of the three bodies. 
It has also recommended study of the report by both inter-denominational and 
denominational groups. 


Both the Congregational Union's Biennial Council and the Methodist Church's 
General Conference are expected to consider the three-way merger proposal at forth- 
coming meetings. BPS, Geneva. 


AVACO Will Mark 10th Anniversary 

(Tokyo) - AVACO, the Audio-Visual Activities Commission of the National Christian 
Council of Japan, will mark its tenth anniversary at ceremonies in Tokyo on 
October 24. The observance will be marked with the dedication of a new four- 
story addition to the Centre's headquarters. 


Started in 1949 as a small committee with no staff, no office and a budget of 
£500, AVACO today has a thirty-seven member statf, an annual budget of £50,000 and 
a centre including three of the most modern and well-equipped recording studios 


in Japan. 


AVACO serves the churches and missionaries in Japan in the fields of radio 
and television programming, production of films and other audio-visual materials. 
It produces three fifteen-minute radio programmes weekly including one choral 
music programme which reaches an estimated million listeners. In addition, it 
serves as liaison with a government network for Protestant Christian broadcasting 
resulting in some 180 country-wide broadcasts by Protestant leaders annually. 

It also sponsors training workshops, publishes a monthly magazine. Since 
last summer 4t has also been the home of the Asia Office of the Asia Conference on 
Christian Mass Communications. AVACO executive director is Mr. Mathew S. Ogawa, 


layman of the United Church of Christ. EPS, Geneva. 
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Revised Italian Penal Code Asked 


oS eae 


(Rome) - A proposed revision of the Italian Penal Code providing new measures 
guaranteeing religious freedom will be submitted to the Italian Cabinet and Parl- 
jament by national Minister of Justice, Guido Gonella. 


The revision stipulates a maximum penalty of six years in prison for anyone 
attempting to prevent free profession of a religious faith either in public. ormin 
private, or for attempting by force or threat to compel anyone to perform acts which 
violate his religion. The code would not apply in cases where the religion in 
question was “against public order or good behaviour". 


The revision, if adopted, will be incorporated in the section dealing with 
"offences against the free profession of a religious faith" of the present Penal 
Code which was issued during the Fascist era. EPS, Geneva. 


US_Courches Plan World Order Sunday 


(New York) - Special worship services and study programmes are planned in US Pro- 
testant and Orthodox churches on World Order Sunday, October 18. The annual 
observance sponsored by the Department of International Affairs of the National 
Council of Churches, also marks the opening of United Nations Week. 


A message issued in connection with the observance deals with change as "the 
first fact of our time" and cites the fact that twenty-two new nations have come 
into existence recently, and fcur more in Africa alone, will soon gain independence. 


It notes that these changes particularly challenge Christian churches and 
"that men and nations must increasingly live in a rule of law, in organized co- 
operation as in the United Nations, as a Christian conviction moving us to continu- 
ing action". EPS, Geneve» 


Hungerian Reformed Pastors Addressed by Karoly Olt 


(Budapest) - An urge to intensify the struggle against "the reactionary elements 
concealed in the Churches" has been addressed to a conference of Hungarian Reformed 
Pastors by Karoly Olt, new Director of the Hungarian state Office for Church Affairs. 
Pointing out that the State considered it very important that "the churches should 
support the establishment of socialism", Mr. Olt assured the Reformed pastors that 
the government would do everything in its power to support "the forces of progress 
in the Church in their political struggle against reaction". He concluded by say- 
ing that he was confident that an increasing number of "progressive people” in the 
Reformed Church would unite in their support of the leaders of the church, and 
"participate actively in the struggle for peace and in the aims of the National 
Breon|* EPS, Geneva. 


In Brief 


The first Japanese missionaries to South America, their salaries paid by Swiss 
Methodists, are now working in the Okinawan colony in Eastern Bolivia. They are 
the Rev. and Mrs. Katsumi Yamahata. 
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F Dr. John Coventry Smith has been named general Secretary of the Commission on 
*cumenical Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. He 
fills the vacancy left by the death on July 30 of Dr. Charles T. Leber. Dr. Smith 
has served for the past year as associate general secretary in charge of the mission 
work of the Commission. A former missibnary to Japan, he had earlier served for 
Several years as the Commission's secretary in the Far East. 


The one millionth copy of the Jubilce Bible printed by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society was presented to the Archbishop of Canterbury at a recent ceremony 
in London. The Archbishop has been vice-president of the Society for nearly twenty 
years. The edition, which has five hundred line drawings, maps and visual aids is 
Sold at below cost at eight and sixpence (approximately Flys aoa ee Of the copies sold, 
over 600,000 have gone to local education authorities for use in schools. 


34. ae 
w WwW 


Two industrialists have purchased the unofficial Church of England Newspaper | 
from the firm of Marshall, Moran and Scott, well-known evangelical publishers. 
The new owners, Alfred G. B. Owen, 51, and John Cordle, 46, have announced the news- 
paper will "encourage a more positive evangelism... and put forward more down-to- 
earch views on practical issues such as divorce". 


Protestant historians will be invited by the Papal Historical Commission to 
attend the 1963 Conference of Historians, according to the Catholic Press Agency 
KIPA. The 1963 meeting will be devoted to a study of "The Council of Trent and 4 
the reforms which it introduced". 


An association of Lutheran Conferences and Conventions "to stimulate more live- 
ly discussion of modern theological problems", will be created as a result of a 
decision at the 1959 "Lutheran Day" at Fulda. The new association, which is under 
the chairmanship of Professor Wilhelm Maurer of Erlangen, will carry out its studies 
"on the basis of Lutheran theology, and at the same time seek to prevent theology 
and the Church from being used for political purposes". 


3 


A copy of the New Testament in the hands of every Frotestant soldier in the 
Austrian Army is the goal of a project being carried out by the Austrian Bible Com- 
mittee in cooperation with Dr. Helmut May, the Protestant army chaplain. During 
recent months more than 2,500 copies of the New Testament have been distributed with- 
out charge to service men in connection with the project. 


In spite of intensive Communist propaganda, 73% of Roman Catholic children 
completing school this year in the diocese of Berlin are not attending Communist 
Youth Dedication ceremonics. Cardinal Dopfer, Roman Catholic bishop of Berlin, 
announced this figure at a meeting in Minster after a survey of the position of 
the church in Eac*ern Germany. EPS, Geneva. 
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